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Protestant inhabitants of the ecclesiastical districts, the princes
were able to satisfy their greed of territory, and the remaining
abbeys and bishoprics in the North of Germany were, under
one pretext or another, annexed by their Protestant neighbours.

At last a check was placed upon these encroachments. An
attempt to secularise the ecclesiastical electorate of Cologne
1582. and the bishopric of Strasburg ended in total failure.
Sdifa~ r^Q Palates, whose lands stretched almost con-
reaction, tinuously along the banks of the Rhine, were too
nea; to the Spanish garrisons in the Netherlands to be assailed
with ease..

The repulse was followed by a Catholic reaction in the eccle-
siastical states. Protestant preachers were silenced or driven into
exile ; Protestant congregations were dispersed; and, before
the end of the sixteenth century, the inhabitants of these states
were once more contented members of the Roman Catholic
Church. The ease with which the change was effected is not
to be ascribed to the sword alone. The selfishness of the
princes, and the wrangling of the theologians, were little cal-
culated to attract the hearts of men by the side of the discipline
arid devotion of the Jesuits. " Order is Heaven's first law,'7 and
it was only when Protestants could appeal to an order more
noble and more divine that they had any chance of victory.

In this way, at the commencement of the seventeenth century,
the Protestants saw themselves threatened in turn, and a cry
Protestant arose from their ranks demanding the revision of the
demands. Peace of Augsburg. " Recognise/' they said in effect,
" the changes which have been already made, and we, on our
part, will cease to encroach further on the Church lands." In
the same spirit they approached the question of the imperial
courts, which were naturally inclined to decide disputed points
in accordance with the existing law, and it was impossible
to deny that the existing law was not on the side of the
Protestants. A demand was accordingly made that the dis-
putes then pending should not be brought before the courts at
all, but should be settled by amicable negotiation.

Few will be found at the present day to deny the fairness
of these terms. They were, in fact, substantially the same as